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Art 245: American Art 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Tuesday & Thursday 10:30 – 11:45  
Heuser 105 

 
Prof. Acacia Warwick, PhD 

Heuser 313 
awarwick@bradley.edu 

309.677.2860 

 
Office Hours:  

Tuesday: 3:00 – 4:00 and 6:00-7:00 pm 
Thursday: 3:00-4:00 

or by appointment 
 

 

 

This course is a general survey of North American Art from initial European contact in the 16th century to the beginning of the First World War. 
While the cultural production of some indigenous cultures are touched upon, we focus on the works that go on to form the broader visual culture 

of the nascent and developing United States of America. Works from the “fine,” decorative and popular arts are explored in the contexts of 
conquest and colonialization, revolution, independence, and the search for national identity. We will also address how artists represented the 

tensions of class, gender, race and ethnicity in the developing nation. 
 

 

Frances K. Pohl, Framing America: A Social History of American Art, 2nd  ed. 
Additional Readings are posted on Sakai 

Required 
Reading 

 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
29 September       Exam 1 / Paper 1 due 
1 November          Exam 2 
22 November        Paper 2 due  
12 December        Exam 3 @ 2:30 pm 

 

 

 
Exams 

 

For the course, there will be three exams: two during class and the third during the final 
exam period. Combined they are worth 60% of your grade. The tests are only one hour 
long and consist of short objective questions: 
Part I will include identification of images on the screen and an explanation of the work’s 
social and historical contexts.  
Part II will consist of general questions concerning the readings while referring to images 
on the screen. 
The tests are not cumulative. Study guides for each exam will be posted on Sakai one 
week before each exam. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PAPERS:  You will be writing two (2) short papers (at least 300 words) about one photographer & one photograph. The longer 
research paper (at least 1500 words), should include a critical analysis of at least three photographs that are somehow related 
literally or thematically.  Details for the paper assignments are posted on Sakai. 
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GRADE CALCULATIONS 
Exam 1: 15%   Exam 2: 20%  Exam 3: 25% 

  Paper 1:    15%    Paper 2:   25% 
 

 

GRADING SCALE:  I base your course grades on your performance in class.  Attendance issues will have a negative 
impact on your final grade and outside of exams, there is no extra credit available. 
 

A: 100 – 90 B: 89 – 80   C: 79 – 70   D: 69 – 60  F: 59 – 0  
 

I post all grades on Sakai so you can easily see how you are doing. Be sure to keep all your exams and papers throughout 
the semester. Just fulfilling the minimum requirement for an assignment will earn a C. I give A’s for exceptional work. There 
is no other extra credit available beyond the readings. 
 

 

Attendance: You will not do well 
unless you come to class. If you have 
more than four absences, I will deduct 5 
points from your final grade for each 
additional absence. Obviously if issues 
arise you need to come talk to me. 
 
 
Missed Exams: I loathe dealing 
with make-up tests, so if the dates of any 
exams or assignments conflict with 
planned trips, weddings, vacations, 
please drop the class. Make-up exams 
are essays done at home and are graded 
a lot harder than those taken in class. 
 
 
Tech: I can see you texting and surfing 
the net and it’s insulting. You will be 
asked to leave and marked absent. Keep 
your ringers turned off. 

Everything on this syllabus 
is written in stone unless 
you talk to me. If issues arise 
that are affecting your success 
in this class, please come talk to 
me. I cannot help if I don’t know 

what is going on. Also, if you 
have questions on the readings, 
preparing for exams, or the 
research paper you can come to 
my office hours or email me 
anytime. Email is the best way to 
reach me. Telephone is the worst. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The content and images of 
some works shown in this 
course may be disturbing to 
some students enrolled in the 
class. Graphic violence, 
alternative lifestyles and explicit 
sexuality are themes pursued 
by modern and contemporary 
artists, By remaining in this 
course you are obligating 
yourself to the discussion and 
viewing of such works. 

   
 


